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The eldest son. Si Mohammed ben Abd-el-Knm,
soon rose to be a judge at Melilla, for his scholastic
knowledge and intellectual gifts marked him out for
advancement in a country where it is most unusual to
find any one who can read and write This is why
even when he had risen to supreme power the Riffis
themselves often referred to him as the schoolmaster.
For a little it was 'roses, roses all the way3, but after the
Great War he became involved in a quarrel with that
stormy petrel General Sylvestre, very probably with
reference to his family's smuggling activities, though
Moorish sources produce a more unsavoury version At
any rate he was imprisoned at Melilla and broke his leg
while attempting to escape, an injury that ever after-
wards affected him On his release the affair was
patched up, but it could never be 'glad, confident
morning again5, and finally Abd-el-Knm left Mehlla
and joined his father at Ajdir in the Bern Unaghel So
did his brother, who returned from Madrid
The elder Abd-el-Knm, fearing the advance of the
Spaniards which had for its objective his own head-
quarters of AjdiTj now raised an armed force from his
men of the Beni Unaghel, and prepared to resist to the
best of his ability Then he died, and Si Mohammed
ben Abd-el-Krim became kaid of the Beni UriagheL
Now was his chance. It seems unlikely that at this
stage of the proceeding he was inspired by any par-
ticularly patriotic motives. Still smarting at the treat-
ment he had received—a Riffi rarely if ever forgets an
injury—his one desire was to revenge himself on the
Spaniards while keeping them out of the Beni Uriaghel
Dreams of a free Riff for the people, with the Sultanate
for himself, were to come later. Crafty, able, cautious,
yet stout-hearted, he was to prove more than a match
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